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The Generalized
Infection Group

Viruses of the generalized infection group produce diseases
characterized by involvement of many tissues.
Hog Cholera Virus
Proposed Name. Tortor suis.
Disease Produced. Hog cholera, swine fever (Europe).
Hosts Affected. Swine, Wild hogs are susceptible to some extent
and sometimes are inapparent carriers.
History and Distribution. Hog cholera was first recognized as
a disease in the United States in 1833 in Ohio, but the exact origin
of the disease in that state is not known. The first accounts of
the disease in England were in 1862, and from England the disease
spread over Europe and then to Africa. The etiological agent
was first thought to be Salmonella choleraesuis or possibly Pasteu-
rella multocida, since cultures of these organisms were recovered
from many typical cases and injection of them into other hogs
would frequently produce a disease with similar lesions. However,
immunity experiments which employed bacterins made from these
organisms showed that their use afforded no protection against
hog cholera. In 1903, de Schweinitz and Dorset in their investiga-
tions of the disease in southwestern Iowa found that filtrates
made of swine body fluids would consistently reproduce the disease.
They also proved that such filtrates were free of any bacteria
by cultural examination and by laboratory animal inoculation. This
discovery was of great significance and quickly led to an entirely
new concept of the disease. The following months witnessed the
production of the first successful antiserum, and by 1908 the proc-
ess of anti-hog cholera serum manufacture and simultaneous
serum-virus immunization procedure were established.
Hog cholera is still most prevalent in the chief swine-raising
area, the midwestern United States. It has spread world-wide
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